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London parishes offer
an Olympic welcome
In the run-up tQ the opening ceremony of the 30th Olympic
Games, Catholic parishes across
London engaged in final preparations to welcome all 205 competing nations to the city by offering
big-screen live coverage of
Olympic events, simple hospitality, family festivals and the opportuuity for prayerful reflection and
Sacramental renewal.
The hub of activity took place to
the east of the Olympic Park at St
Francis of Assisi Catholic church,
Stratford in Brentwood Diocese,
and at Our Lady and St Catherine
of Siena Catholic church in Bow in
the Diocese of Westminster.
On the evening of July 25, as the
first Olympic football matches
took place across Britain, a Missa
Cant.a ta (Sung Mass) in the
extraordinary form was offered in
Bow for Olympic Peace.
At the same time, Pax Christi's
Peace Icon was welcomed into the
church in Stratford where it will
reside throughout the Olympic
Games. Several Masses will be celebrated daily in each parish with

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Benediction taking
place every daytime in Stratford
and every evening in Bow.
Both parishes are offering
simple hospitality suites where
visitors can receive refreshments
and a warm welcome.
From Saturday, July 28, hospitality will also be offered every
afternoon for the duration of the
Games by Notre Dame de France
churcb beside Leicester Square.
The first of several community
festivals during the Games took
place on the evening of July 27 at
the international parish of St
Francis. Those attending were
invited to wear national dress
as they watched the opening
ceremony together.
On July 28, Youth 2000 hosted
a day for young adults called
<Sustain' at St Margaret's church,
Canning Town, close to the
Olympic Park.
The day consisted of worship,
teaching, faith sharing and
overnight Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament. That same

afternoon Archbishop Vincent
Nichols was main celebrant at a
Mass of Celebration for the 30th
Olympic Games in Westminster
Cathedral, attended by international archbishops, a number of
national Olympic chaplains plus
past and present Olympic ithletes.
Today, (July 29) many national
Olympic teams will celebrate
Mass inside tbe Olympic Village
chapel with some teams choosing
to gather together with visiting
family members and friends in
Catholic churches local to the
OlympicPark.
The week beginning July 30
sees the start of the international
13-day Joshua Camp at · St
Bonaventure's School, Forest
Gate. Taize evenings and a healing
service will also be provided for
visitors and local residents.
James Parker, Catholic Executive Coordinator for the 2012
Games, said: "We are ready to
welcome the world to our nation
and to bear witness to Christ's love
and above all, his peace."

Archbishop welcomes
US and Jamaican teams

Pleased to m eet you: Archbishop Longley with members Of the USA Olympic
track and field team after the service in the cathedral Picture by: Peter Jennings
By Peter Jennings

Archbishop ofBirnringham Bernard
Longley was the guest preacher at a
special Civic Service at Birnringham
Cathedral last Saturday to welcome
the USA and Jamaican Olympic
track
and
field
teams
to
Birmingham.
Athletes, coaches and support
staff attended the service at St
Philip's Cathedral.
During his sermon, the Archhishop said: "The 1948 London
Olympic Games, held just after the
SecondasVVorld
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the Austerity
Games.to be
In July 2005, when the UK won
the bid to host the 2012 Summer
Olympic Games, the economic situation in this country seemed much
better than it does today.
"In the UK, we are concerned
ahout the extent and the impact of
unemployment, especially among

• Anchor House's Keith carries the flame

young people. Household budgets
are under great pressure and millions of ordinary people are rightly
worried ahout what the future holds
for them and for their families.
He continued: "It is understandable that some will ask whether it is
morally justifiable to spend so much
public money on staging the 2012
London Olympics in a time of
austerity.
"But the Olympic Games also offer
an unique opportunity to raise
awareness of global issnes. They
encourage us to seek remedies for
the inequalities and imbalances that
create division and foster suspicion
and resentment between nations".
The Jamaican team is training at
the UniversityofBirnringharn. Usain
Bolt was not present at the civic
service, to the disappointment of
some of the members of the congregation and the waiting, local,
national and international media.

Tens of thousands of children die each day of hunger and disease.
Yet simple measures including a proper diet could reduce these
tragic deaths by more than half. Countless infants are so
illnourished that if they survive they are disabled or blind for life.
Street children throughout the world are driven by hunger and
homelessness to crime: stealing, peddling drugs or prostitution,
and millions of famished street children, totally abandoned,
scavenge on rubbish tips for anything edible, or labour for long
hours for a pittance.

HUNGER IS PAINFUL AND IT CANNOT WAIT
For a helpless child, prolonged hunger is a devastating, bewildering, intensely
painful experience. And if food comes too late he cannot absorb it and becomes
\00 weak to cry. His body swells and he dies - slowly and painfully. Each minute
about 30 children die of malnutrition.

Could you prevent the death of one child?

Withjust a few days to go until
the Games began, the Olympic
flame travelled through the
London Borough of Bromley,
carried hy the director of an
East London homelessness
charity.
Keith Femett, Director of

Anchor House in Canning
Town, took part in one of the
last legs of the UK torch relay.
The 59-year-old was nominated hy a colleague at Anchor
House for his championing of
the voluntary sector and provision of homelessness services

in the London borough of
Newham.
Keith said: "The torch has
brought peace and unity to East
London, it instils a fantastic
sense of community, and it was
a privilege be part of the
Olympic games".

Equestrian DWl'S torch dream coines tnJe
By Amanda C Dickie

Sr Mary-Joy Langdon's
childhood dream of
being an Olympian came
true when she was nominated as an Olympic
torch-bearer.
An Infant Jesus nun
from Acton, she founded
the Wormwood Scrubs
pony centre for innercity children and young
people with disabilities

in 1984.
"Horses were in my
blood," she says, having
grown up on a Sussex
farm and later running
her own stud.
In 1976, she became
the first woman firefighter in Britain, in Battle, East Sussex, before
joining the order in 1984.
Being nominated to
carry the Olympic flame
was, she said was: "An

honour which I would
like to share with all
those wilo ,elp the mission a. the pony centre."
On day 67 of the
Olympic torch relay
throughout Britain, the
nun's Olympic dream
came true as she carried
the torch aloft for 300
metres along Hounslow
High Street.
On the hottest day of
the year, the indefatiga-

•

ble nun said the atmosphere was "amazing."
She was interviewed
on a stage in front of
large crowds and later
joined the torch relay
party at Ealing for all
participators in the
Kingston to Ealing lap.
Sr Mary-Joy's Olympic
dream continues, as she
has been invited to an
equestrian event at the
Paralympic Games .

WELLS
NEEDED

Shocking as the figures for child deaths are, they would
be even worse were it not for the generosity of people Missionaries constantly
like yourself. Your gift will assuredly help a missionary appeal to The Little Way
to relieve a child's suffering. It could save a life.
for funds to sink: wells in
£20 would k eep a child alive for one
order to provide clean
month, or £240 for a whole year.
water, the lack of which
PLEASE WILL YOU HELP THE LITTLE WAY TO
causes much illness and
FEED AND SAVE THE LIFE OF
many medical needs.
A SUFFERlNG CHILD.
The sum. of £1,500
would enable a ·
Crossed POS and cheques should be sent and made payable 10:
missionary to supply a
TH E LITTLE WAY ASSOCI.ATION u/07/29
whole village with
Sacred Heart Ho use, 11 9 Cedars Road,
drinking water.
Clapham Commo n, London SW4 CPR
(R~lslered

Charity No. 235703) Tel. 020-7622 0466

I e nclose £ ...... __ .................. __ ....to be allocated for.·

t: ............ FOOD FOR A HUNGRY CHILD
£ ............ WELLS AND WATER

t: ............ MASS STIPENDS (please state no.
£............ UTILE WAY ADMIN. EXPENSES
DONATIONS FOR THE M ISSIONS ARE SENT

WITHOUT DEDUCTION FOR ANY EXPENSES
~m!J ~

Mr. Mrs. Miss) .......................... ......................... ........ ············ ····· ·· · 1

Address ...................................................................... ...........

WALSINGHAM

and KNOCK
Little Way Theresiao
Guest Houses
Pilgrims and visitors are
welcome at The LittJe Way
Theresian Centres in
Walsingham and Knock
which offer homely B&B

accommodation.

WALSINGHAM

Te': 01328 820222
KNOCK
Tel: (00353) 94 93 88406

